
hot air ballooning over the regionfood and wine are a local highlight

Lillypilly Estate and Nugan, whose 2005 
Cookoothama Botrytis Semillon was named 
the best sticky under £10 at the 2006 
Decanter World Wine Awards in London. 
Owned by the Fiumara family, Lillypilly 
produces a range of superb stickies made 
from sauvignon blanc, riesling and muscat 
of alexandria.

“We’re so absolutely subject to the 
vagaries of the weather, with the grapes 
hanging on the vine into late autumn and 
early winter, and disaster only a rainstorm 
away,” says Robert Fiumara, explaining why 
he cannot produce a vintage every year.

The Lillypilly vineyard, winery and cellar 
door are located on Lillypilly Road on the 
outskirts of Leeton, close to the Golden 
Apple supermarket, which the Fiumara 
family also owns.

Leeton’s town centre, like that of 
Griffith, was designed by Walter Burley 
Griffin prior to his Canberra work. It’s an 
attractive little town that features some 
magnificent Art Deco buildings, especially 
the Roxy Theatre and the Hydro Hotel.

Other wineries that should be on a 
visitor’s list include Beelgara Estate in the 
village of Beelbangara, outside Griffith, 
and pretty, Italianate Westend Estate. 
The Beelgara cellar door is open daily but 
Westend is closed on Sundays. There are 
also plenty of attractive little towns dotted 
throughout the area that are worth exploring 
including Gundagai, famous for its Dog 
on the Tuckerbox, and Cootamundra, 
birthplace of Sir Don Bradman and home 
of the famous Wattle Festival held each 
August. Temora’s aviation museum houses 

one of the country’s finest collections of 
historic aircraft while Junee is famous for 
its licorice factory. 

There are plenty of great stop-offs 
for visiting gourmets, including the 
Yandilla Mustard Seed Oil factory at 
Cootamundra, Riverina Cheese in Leeton, 
T&C Confectionary in Temora that 
sells home-made chocolates, the award-
winning Charles Sturt University wine and 
cheesemaking facilities in Wagga Wagga 
and farmers’ markets in Wagga Wagga on 
the second Saturday of each month.

The region is also home to several food 
and wine festivals including La Festa; a 
music, food and wine celebration held 
in Griffith each Easter Saturday; and 
UnWINEd, which features wine and food 
tastings in Griffith and Leeton each June. n
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